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Welcome back from the half-term break, which seemed to fly past!  As usual the last 
week was really busy, with the Y5s going to Kingswood for their residential visit and 

the Y6s visiting Eden Camp for a hugely informative day learning about and experiencing 
aspects of the war years.  The Y5s returned to a playground full of infant children and teachers 
in pyjamas and dressing gowns – it looked fantastic and £300 was raised for the Manchester 
Children’s hospital appeal.  Many of the classes took part in related activities; writing and 
reading bedtime stories etc. 
 

Kingswood – There is always a certain amount of trepidation when going on a school visit as an 
adult.  Will the children behave, get lost, be ill or never go to sleep?  I am sure that I speak for 
all the teachers and parents who went to Kingswood, when I report that the children were an 
absolute delight – they behaved beautifully, were full of enthusiasm and went to sleep when 
they were told to.  We were so proud of them and it was such a pleasure and a privilege to 
experience the whole event with them.   
 

We started with a long motorway delay and the children coped really well.  
On route to Kingswood we went to RAF Cosford, to the museum there and 
had a great time being awestruck by the planes and nuclear missiles, going 
in a simulator and learning about the Cold War.  In Kingswood the children all 
participated in Karting,  archery, abseiling, team challenge, Nightline and a 
large computer project.  They also did Scrapheap challenge and had a sing-
song round the campfire. The computer projects are a really good record of 
the visit and we would like to put one or two on the website – if anyone would 
prefer their child not to be included, please let the office know and we will use 
one from a different group (the children will all receive individual copies of 
their presentation). Finally, the children really had to develop their listening skills, as they had so 
many instructions to follow.  There was a marked difference by the second day and I would like 
to both congratulate the children on the improvement and encourage them to use their new 
skills in class. 
 

Thank yous are owed to Mr Hamblett for organising the visit, Mrs Morrow for her complete 
reliability as a dispensing chemist, Mrs Clarke and Mr Taylor for their support with group 
supervision and dormitory duties and Mr Redford, Mrs Reid and Mr Welford for their assistance, 
enthusiasm and photography talents. 
 

Eye Mask Appeal – Listening skills have been highlighted by staff as an area for improvement.  
As these are such a vital aid to learning, we would like to develop them as much as possible.  
One of the activities at Kingswood featured several warm up games that would be a real help 
for use in the hall or playground.  For this the children need to be blindfolded and we would be 
most grateful if parents could donate any eye masks that they have lying around at home, ones 
from flights would be ideal. 

Good as New reminder – don’t forget the Good as New on Saturday 7th November at 11am, 
with Two Feet shoe fitting.  There will be great bargains available and excellent recycling 
opportunities to be had!  Contact Sue Teague on 918 4942 for a last minute vendor number 
or to volunteer to help. 

Shoeboxes and Poppies – Monday morning is the last day for bringing in shoeboxes.  
Poppies are on sale for the children to purchase with a minimum donation of 50p.  Children 
may only buy one poppy at a time. 
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Crime Prevention – As has been recently reported in the local press (and experienced on my 
road) number plates are being stolen from parked cars and then used for criminal activity.  In 
response to this, local police are holding an information day at Dunham Village Hall on 
Saturday 7th November, open to the general public from 12 – 3.  It is to promote the new 
Grubscrews, which make your number plate a lot more secure. 
 

“Bowdon Church School PTA Business Networking Group” - We would like to invite you 
to an informal get together of people interested in getting involved in a business 
networking group, specifically linked to Bowdon Church School PTA. This is aimed at 
working Mums and Dads with a business interest; whether they be currently 
employed, self-employed or unemployed, and any other member of the PTA at 

Bowdon Church School with a business interest.  The aim is to build a mixed group of 
business professionals who wish to meet up on a regular basis and to 'do business locally' 

with people they know, like and trust.  
 

To progress things further, we've arranged a consultation meeting on Thursday 19th November at 
7.30pm at The Griffin Pub in Bowdon.  The aim of this meeting is to develop a proof of concept. We'd 
like to consult and understand exactly what people might want from a PTA networking group and 
confirm interest. Topics to be discussed include: meeting structure, possible venues / potential costs, 
use of ‘LinkedIn’  (we’ve set up a Group called ‘Bowdon Church School PTA Business network’ which 
you can now join),help / set-up requirements etc. 
Please contact either Kathryn Shepherd-Jones by email / mobile (kathryn@stratevista.com / 07779 
888 421), or feel free to just turn up on the night. 
 

School Calendar Dates 2010 – 11 – there has been a delay in the release of these dates by 
Trafford because Easter is so late and they are making the decision as to whether to set the 
holiday separate from Good Friday and Easter Monday or whether to have a late Easter 
holiday.  We are receiving requests from parents/carers needing to know the start date in 
September and next year’s half term dates and we are able to give some information on 
those dates.  The children will be starting on Monday 6th September and half term will be in 
the week starting 25th October.  We will release the other dates as soon as Trafford get back 
to us. 

 
The other important news that parents/carers need to know now, is that the KS2 SAT 
tests for 2011 are moving to June (not our choice!).  This means that we are only able to 
take one week’s holiday for the Spring half-term .  Please take this into account when 
booking holidays for next year; we will not be able to give permission for holiday 
absence, as those five days will be allocated elsewhere as holiday. Also, as the Science 

test is now a series of tasks, Y6 children will not be given permission for any absences at 
all (other than the set holiday) between the beginning of May and the completion of the 
SATs tests. 

 

 Lunchtime Supervisors – we are again recruiting for lunchtime supervisors.  The job is for 
6.75 hours per week if working five lunchtimes but we are able to accommodate people who 
cannot work every day.  Included in the deal is a free school meal – a real treat these days.  
The team is really friendly and they have a lot of fun, both with the children and afterwards 
when socialising.  Please contact the office if you are interested. 
 

Fundraising – various members of staff are currently taking part in fundraising activities.  
Mrs Cochrane is “Swimming the Channel” for Aspire, the UK’s leading spinal injury 
charity.  This involves her swimming 22 miles over 12 weeks at her local pool(1,416 
lengths!)  Mr McCarthy and Mr Goddard are growing moustaches throughout 
November in support of Prostate Cancer research, together with the male staff from the 
Bollin Primary School.  If you would like to keep an eye on the teams’ updates or 
donate, Mrs Cochrane’s site is www.justgiving.com/mrslydiebobs and the one for Mr 
McCarthy/Goddard is: http://uk.movember.com/mospace/216703.  


