Newsletter

Following on from the excitement of the snow
days, we had a visit from an aspiring pop star
— BeBeVox last Thursday. She was excellent
and the children thoroughly enjoyed her
performance and were inspired by her talk
about following your dream.

We have reached the stage in the school

year where we revisit the School

Development Plan and check that we are on track on our three year programme. The
School Council are doing a fantastic job and are feeding directly into the plan with their ideas
for the school. The Governors and staff are actively involved in planning the school vision
and development and it seems strange that the only school group not involved is the
parents. | would therefore like to set up a Parents’ Forum to meet half-termly to discuss
school issues, starting with the vision for the next three years and moving on to the
introduction of the Creative Curriculum. | propose Tuesday ot February at 7pm for the first
meeting and hope that those who would like a say in aspects of school development will be
able to attend, we can then discuss format and the best time for meetings.

Holocaust Day - The Y6 choir have been asked to perform at the Trafford Holocaust
Memorial Day event at the Robert Bolt Theatre next Wednesday. We are honoured
to have been asked to represent Trafford at this important and moving occasion.
The guest speaker this year is a Holocaust survivor, which will be a very special
experience for the children.

Exciting plans for the Bowdon Club and the North Field - Bowdon Club has some really
exciting plans for expansion, which involve collaboration between Trafford, The Grammar,
Bowdon Club and us and if successful, will eventually result in the area being designated
and equipped as a centre for youth sporting excellence. As their plans involve extending
their squash facilities, they will lose much of their parking and an alternative site is
necessary. The piece of land known as the North Field (adjacent to the aqua turf pitch) is
therefore being looked at to accommodate this in a very tasteful way,
preserving the trees and the most precious habitat areas and presenting
sympathetically with the environment. Their plans include entry from
South Downs Road with a footpath leading from the car park down to
school behind the hedge, so that those children would not have to walk
on the road at all. Our plan would then be to have a walking bus running
from the car park down to school so that children can be dropped off and
escorted. Parents of younger children would be able to park here and bring their children
into school. As you can imagine this would make an enormous difference, both to our
parents’ ability to park safely and to our neighbours. Cars would no longer need to be
parked on York or Grange Roads at drop off or pick up times.

We have agreed to hold the consultation event at school and | hope that you will have time
to come and look at the draft proposals in the school hall on Thursday 11™ February any
time between 3pm and 8pm. This will enable you to view the proposed developments, to ask
questions and put forward your views. If there is anyone who is particularly keen to support
this proposal, we could do with a rota of helpers to go on the door and to help with
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refreshments. If anyone is able to help for an hour we would be most grateful. Choir will
take place in a classroom that afternoon.

Community News
Changes to maternity care and services for poorly children and young people -
The NHS have asked me to make you aware of a leaflet that is being
distributed with this newsletter. It concerns the relocation of various services
after February 2009. Please look out for it.

Altrincham South Neighbourhood Forum - | have also been asked to bring this
forum to your attention. It's a chance for you to have informal discussions with
officers from Planning, Police, Street Cleaning, Traffic, Highways and Housing Associations.
The next meeting takes place on 23" February at Altrincham Town Hall at 6pm.

Gender Stereotyping Research - Psychology student, Katie Aspinall is currently in school
carrying out research into Gender Stereotyping with Reception children. She needs four
more candidates, therefore if you have the form at home and are intending to complete it and
participate, could you please do so as soon as possible so that she can complete her study.
Thank you.

Parentmail - We should be able to access this soon, it just takes them a few weeks to set it
up.

Safety - Could the parents of Infant children please be aware that the Junior
children continue to work until 3.15pm. At the moment classes are being
disturbed by Infant children and toddlers knocking on the classroom
windows; this is even happening round the corner by the PE store where
the children are out of sight. Children are also playing on the safety bars in
doorways which has safety implications. Ideally please stay in the infant
playground until 3.15pm, which will allow the Junior children to concentrate.

Please ensure that children with hair long enough to touch their shoulders have their hair tied
back — definitely for PE and games, cookers and some science lessons. Itis more practical
just to tie back long hair before school in the morning, especially younger children. Some
older children prefer to carry bobble for occasions when it is needed. While we are on the
subject please ensure that asthmatic children have the inhalers in school. Junior children
may look after their own and they must make sure that they take it out to the field for games
lessons. If older infants are used to looking after their own inhaler, they may otherwise they
may be left with the class teacher.

Term Dates - The dates for 2010 — 11 have now been approved by the Governing Body and
are being sent out this week.

Class Assembly Dates - Thursdays and some Tuesdays 9am and 10.20am

28" January Y1H 2" February (Tuesday)  Y5M
4™ February Y2W 9" February (Tuesday)  Y1A
11" February Y3P 25" February Guitar
4™ March Y2B 11" March Y3M
18™ March Y4B 239 March (Tuesday) Y5T
25" March Y4D
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