25" March 2010

Newsletter

What a fantastic, all action term it has been. There
seem to have been so many visits, activities and
creative days happening, making such memorable
learning experiences for the children.

Le Caf Horstead

We received some excellent
news this week; Mrs Cochrane
has been working hard
. preparing and submitting our
|| bid for the foundation stage of
. the International School’s Award. Included are such things as our
Y language work in school, our links with schools in other countries
and with schools in differing contexts in this country, our charity
fund raising, the curriculum work on awareness of world issues and
the focus on international studies. This week we were awarded not
only the Foundation Award but also the Intermediate Award.
These, together with the bronze Eco-Award also awarded this term,
are fantastic achievements and are an indication of both the range
of the curriculum and the level of staff commitment in this school.

Between all of those wonderful activities there have been some outstanding achievements
academically, lots of important progress has been made and the level of learning and
teaching taking place on a daily basis is exceptional.

International Day — Everyone had a fantastic day enjoying a wide range of activities. Thank
you Mrs Davies and all the staff and parents for organising
such a wonderful day for the children and for sending them
to school in such excellent costumes. The recipe for non-
alcoholic Sangria is to follow shortly, as promised.

PTA Keep Calm and Curry On, Comedy and Curry

Night

Tickets are going on sale this week (flyer is coming out
with this newsletter) for Saturday 8" May. | am sure that
they will sell out quickly, so please return your order to the
PTA box as soon as possible.

Admissions — If you are waiting to hear about a Reception place for September, allocations
will be sent out from Trafford on March 31

Beautiful Planting — We have again been benefiting from the creative planting skills of Mrs
Jamie, who has been bedding in plants donated by last year's Y6 at the front of school.
Thank you very much Mrs Jamie, your talents and generous donation of time are much
appreciated by all at the school.

Shine Walk — The staff members taking on this marathon walk are off for their final training
walk of 21miles this weekend. The final walk will be 26 miles and we look forward to hearing
how they have done. If you would like to support their efforts in aid of Cancer Research,
there are collection boxes in their classrooms.



Easter Service — We are all looking forward to our Easter Service, which takes place on
Friday at 2pm. If you are attending the service and taking your child directly from the church,
please go to them and take them from the pews at the end of the service. We need to see
you collect your children and will not allow them to leave the pew to wander off to look for
you. Children will not be permitted to leave the church and go out to cars outside. We are a
little concerned about the timing for walking back to school and would suggest that anyone
collecting a Y2 child from school afterwards should not arrive until 3.15pm.

Running and badminton clubs —  will not take place tomorrow.

More sporting success — The lacrosse team won all of their matches at the

Trafford round of the National Pop Lacrosse Championship and now go forward

to the North West finals this afternoon. Well done and good luck.
Here are this year’s highly
successful running squad. They not
only won the Boys and the Girls trophies at the
Altrincham Schools Cross Country league at John
Leigh Park, they were also runners up at the Sale
Harriers Cross Country League. What a fantastic
achievement! Well done everyone.

Shred Easy Name the

Truck Contest — Shred

Easy recycling asked the

children to come up with

names for their trucks —
small, medium and large. The imaginative winners of £10 book
tokens were: Da Shredda — Enzo Miniaci, Hercules — William Atkins,
The Shedanater — Sze Sze Liu, Shred Head Fred — Bronya Sykes,
Shredrick — George Holmes, Roger the Recycler — Laura Jackson,
Shirley Shredder — Marc Kendrick, Nibble — Alice Preece, Shreddy
Brek — Archie Grosfils and Maximum Shredder — Niamh Hill.

Experience Easter — Sometimes we try a new activity and after a lot of hard work something
wonderful emerges. Experience Easter has proved to be
one of those events. Mrs Brierley and her team of staff,
parents and church representatives have worked
tirelessly to create one of the best spiritual experiences
ever presented by this school. The children’s behaviour
has been outstanding and they have extracted everything
possible from their activities. If you get the chance to
visit next Monday or Tuesday, please do, | am sure that
your children would love to show you what they have
done. The school and the children would like to thank
everyone who has helped to put this together — it is truly

outstanding!

Easter Services - You are warmly invited to experience the drama of Holy Week through the
three special services at St Mary’s that lead up to the great celebration of Christ’s
Resurrection on Easter Day, Sunday 4 April — Holy Communion 10.45am.

Thursday 1 April, Maundy Thursday 8 pm Holy Communion, followed by Vigil

At the Last Supper Christ washed his disciples’ feet and shared bread and wine. He then
Prayed in the garden of Gethsemane.



Friday 2 April, Good Friday 2 pm Church open for silent prayer, 3 pm Liturgy of the Cross
We meditate on the betrayal and crucifixion of Christ.

Saturday 3 April, Easter Eve 9 pm Easter Vigil

The Easter fire and Paschal candle are lit to symbolise the coming of light into the world.
We renew our Baptismal vows and share in the first communion of Easter.

Own Clothes day mix up — My apologies over the mix up with own clothes today. We
decided not to hold another own clothes day because we dressed up last week and have
another day when we come back to school after Easter. However, | had completely forgotten
that it was on an earlier list of dates which parents had put into their diaries.

Lights out for Earth Hour — At 8.30pm on 27" March, Earth will suddenly become a much
darker place, as lights go out all over the planet. There is no need to be frightened because
people will be turning out their lights to show how much they care about their world and to
take a stand against climate change, as part of WWF’s Earth Hour 2010. WWF are
suggesting that candles are used (with adult supervision of course!) for light and that you
think of fun activities to do, like tell stories or sing songs together.

As well as participating in this event and encouraging the rest of us to join in too, the Eco-
Club has also suggested that we have a day in school where we ‘Wear Something Bright and
Turn Off The Light!” Therefore on the first Friday back after Easter — the 16" April that is
what we will be doing. The children may wear their brightest clothes for school and we will
be turning off all the lights as much as possible.

Suspicious Man — The power of Parentmail was proved this week after someone was seen
looking as though he was photographing children in the playground after school. | sent out
an urgent notification through Parentmail the same evening and had a name and address by
the next morning. Thank you to all those who responded, the person concerned is known as
a local eccentric and the police do not believe that he poses a threat. However, they are
investigating the fact that he appeared to be taking photographs of the children.

tbc concert — Tickets are on sale at the school office for the final tbc concert on Friday 23™
April. They cost £5 and will be allocated on a first come, first served basis.

Please check that you
have registered for
and are receiving
Parentmail. If not,
you are missing out
on some advance
notifications.

Friday 26 ™ March
This is not an ‘own clothes’ day and school uniform
must be worn




