B 13" May 2010
The Y6 have been sitting their SATs assessments this week and
there has been a lot of discussion about the stress caused to the
children in the press. | hope that our children do not feel pressure
because that is not how we approach the tests, we have told the
children to enjoy showing off
how hard they have worked

and how much progress
they have made.

Their very appropriate reward is six days in the Isle of
Man and they are off on Sunday. This is a wonderful
visit where they walk (a lot!), study the local culture and
history at the Viking Peel Castle, Medieval Castle
Rushen and Craigneish Village Folk Museum, visit the
wildlife park, go up the Laxey wheel, ride on a horse
drawn tram and a steam train, visit parks and play on
the beach (sand sculpture contest, rock pool treasure

hunt etc.) Every minute of every day is packed with | astyear's Y6 in the Isle of Man
activities and they will remember it for years to come.

Socially it is an experience that binds the whole group together and cements friendships. We
hope that they have a great time, that they need sun cream and that the crossing is calm.

The staff are going to text me with the news of their safe arrival and various updates. | will
send these out through Parentmail, so that you are reassured about their well-being. Please
do not telephone the adults on the trip unless there is an emergency; if we need to contact
you, we will.

Everyone else has been working hard this week too and the Lower Junior Performance is in
the final stages of preparation. Just to check that the dates are in your diary, they are the
25" and 26" of May.

Bags2School
This is just a reminder that Bags2School will be collected on May 20™ at 9am.

Comedy and Curry Evening
Thank you to the PTA team who organised this event so well. It was a really good social
event, enjoyed by everyone there.

PTA Treasure Hunt

This very popular annual event is taking place soon after the half-term
holiday, on Saturday 26" June at 3pm (not 2pm as previously
stated.) There will be an exciting country walk, a barbecue and a
children’s entertainer. This is always very busy, so make sure that
you get your tickets early.

Tesco Vouchers

These have to be in by the end of the half-term. The children are working hard to collect and
count all the vouchers; please make sure that you have sent them all into school.



Ugandaid

We are continuing with our support of two students to complete their education at the Nile
Vocational Institute. This is such a worthwhile cause because in Uganda formal education
finishes at age eleven and most children are left with no way of making a living. Many of
them are living in family groups with few or no adults as a result of the devastating impact of
AIDS. Students like the ones supported by us are the lucky ones because they are trained in
a trade and can go on to support younger siblings through their education. Giving this
opportunity has to be the best way to give desperately needed support, especially as our
children are so fortunate. The own clothes day at the end of this half-term will therefore be in
support of our two students, Mukyala Proscovia and Segawa Nicholas David, who are in their
third and final year. The children should bring a donation of £1 or more to wear their own
clothes.

You are invited to a Christian Aid
coffee morning at Bowdon Vale
Methodist Church, Priory Street
on Friday 14" May at 10 -
11.30am.

PTA Car Boot Sale

Come along to the Car Boot Sale on Saturday between 2pm and 4pm.
There are lots of bargains to be had, together with refreshments, an ice-
cream van and good as new uniform. Itis a new venture for the PTA, so
please support it and bring your friends.

Y5 Brass Project

Here are some Y5s enjoying the brass
project, where they all learn an
instrument (Mrs Morrow’s class —
trombone, Mr Taylor’s class — trumpet)
and sing fun songs. They keep one
for the term to practise and are
working for a concert with the Hall
Orchestra at the Bridgewater Hall on
the 7" July.

Mr Hamblett's Cycle Ride

Mr Hamblett is completing a charity

cycle ride from coast to coast, 140

miles over 3 days during the Bank

Holiday weekend. He is raising money for Richard House, a hospice for life-limited
children and those with complex healthcare conditions in east London, where Mr.
Hamblett used to work. If you would like to support him please go onto:
www.justgiving.com/tateandlyle-C2C




