B 6" May 2010

| don't know where these rumours come from but
have been informed that the one about the Y2 year
group has risen to the surface again. We will not be
reorganising the three classes into two. That would
give classes of 45, which would be impossible to
manage and they would not even be able to fit into
the classrooms! The current Y2 year group will go
right through the school in three classes, with three teachers and the appropriate amount of

Teaching Assistant support for the number of children who need it. The staff and Governors
will not compromise when it comes to the learning and teaching of the children.

PTA Car Boot Sale — Help needed for leaflet drop

There are still a few pitches available, so please contact Linda Hill on 07970 436240 or
enquire at the school office if you would like one. We would obviously like a big crowd on the
day and it would be most helpful if parents/carers could push leaflets through the doors on
their road this week. If you are able to help, please collect flyers from the school office.

Author of the future

This week we were delighted to hear about the success of Leo Swarbrick in Y3, who has
been highly commended in the John Watters Cup Competition with his short story ‘Goblin
versus Girl'. We were not surprised to hear of his success in the competition and hope that it
inspires our many talented authors to keep writing. Well done Leo — don’t forget to mention
us when you are published!

Stretford Grammar School
| have some application forms if any Y5 parents would like to enter their child for Stretford
Grammar School. The Open Evening is Wednesday July 7" 6pm to 8pm.

SciTECH have dropped off some leaflets about their summer courses at the Boys’ Grammar
School. They are running courses for 5 — 12 year olds and although we do not endorse
them, pupils have enjoyed their courses in the past. The leaflets are in the entrance hall.

Bag2School

Bags for you to fill with old clothes, cloths, bedding, shoes, belt, bags etc. have been sent out
and the date for collection is 20" May, when they should be put under the Y1 shelter at the
front of school by 9am. The PTA is paid for the bags by weight and the items do not have to
be in an ‘as new’ condition.

Lacrosse League results

A team of Y6 boys and one of Y6 girls took part in the last tournament of the season run by
Timperley lacrosse club. The boys played full field hockey with protective helmets and
checking allowed — there was some very keen competition and some quite surprising
tenaciousness displayed and they did really well to finish as runners up to Stamford Park.
The girls also played very well, finishing third. There was a nail biting finish as the season’s
league totals were calculated and Bowdon came a very close second to St. Hugh's. Well



played lacrosse teams, we are now looking forward to the National Finals during the next
holiday.

Let's Get Cooking
Staff and a small group of
children went on a very
exciting training day this
week for the new ‘Let’'s Get
Cooking Club’ that we will be
running starting in
September. This is a Lottery
funded initiative and the club
will be free of charge. The
project involves learning
cookery skills and each child
attends with an adult.
Initially we will be offering it
to 6 adults and 6 children
from Y4 at a time in three week blocks. On the training day the participants made smoothies
and their own lunch, finishing with an apple crumble
to take home. The children in school always love
cookery and this is a fabulous idea!

Y6 SATs

There has been a lot of discussion in the press about
the proposed boycott of Y6 SAT tests. Our children
will be taking the tests as usual. If the discussion
had taken place months and not weeks before the
tests we would have evaluated our current
assessment processes and decided based on that
but the timing of this boycott is most unfortunate for
the children. This is their opportunity to show off how
hard they have worked to develop their skills. We
know where the children are up to anyway having
tracked them right through school and we use the SATSs to celebrate their progress. It is the
unfairness of the league tables that we object to and not the tests themselves.

Learning Styles

Mr McCarthy has been leading some research into different learning styles
amongst the teaching staff. His really interesting feedback and the information
that he passed on have given us much food for thought and we will continue to
develop delivery and teaching approaches in order to enhance the learning of
the children.

Coming up soon:
- PTA Comedy and Curry Night — this Saturday, we are looking forward to it
Bowdon Business Fair — May 12" 6.30 — 9 at the Parish Centre, even bigger and
better than last year
PTA Car Boot Sale — May 15™ Booking forms are being sent out through Parentmail
for those unable to collect one from the office



